
“Israeli politics is increasingly built as an inter-tribal zero-sum game. One tribe, the Arabs, is 
not really a partner in the game … [in which each tribe is] absorbed by a struggle for survival - 
each on behalf of their own sector. In the ‘new Israeli order,’ in which each sector experiences 
itself as a minority, this dynamic will be infinitely more destructive.”

Israeli President, Reuven Rivlin, June 7, 2015 

President Rivlin has challenged Israeli citizens to confront the growing tension, fear and hostility 

with which they view one another, and to forge a new partnership. 

Beit Berl College has decided to meet this challenge. Our campus, which is a microcosm of Israeli 

society, allows students to experience the daily lessons of mutual respect and cross-cultural 

understanding. Indeed, for many young Israelis, this may be their first taste of sharing space with 

“the other”: Arabs and Jews, secular and religious, veterans and new immigrants. The expertise of 

our diverse faculty provides the foundation for teaching cross-cultural understanding, and we are 

internationally recognized as holder of the UNESCO Chair for Multicultural Teacher Education in 

Israel. Finally, our location – on the nexus between Israel’s Silicon Valley and the Triangle region of 

Arab towns – allows us to serve as a meeting point for the varied communities around us.

Each teacher touches the lives of thousands of children. Beit Berl College aims to change 

the way Israeli teachers see our society and teach our children. For the next generation of 

educators, the greatest challenge is to uphold the ideals of equality, justice, and mutual 

understanding. The timing couldn’t be more urgent.
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The Center for Education for Shared Society
In 2015, Beit Berl College launched the Center for Education for Shared Society to focus on three 
intersecting areas: education, creating shared campus life, and building an inter-communal hub. 

Focused on advancing cross-cultural understanding among the College’s faculty and students, this new 
Center has become a national incubator for change. The Center develops Israeli models and practices to: 
adapt international experience for teaching democracy in a conflicted society, build shared education, 
teach across ethnic boundaries, and implement these methods within the education system nationwide. 
The Center helps deepen the experience of shared campus life, enriches curricula, encourages dialogue 
on sensitive issues, advances the use of Arabic language in signage and web material, and assists Arab 
students in mastering academic Hebrew.
With additional resources, the Center will develop a national teacher training curriculum and 
student teaching model, engage in international research, enhance shared campus life, and go 
beyond the campus to the surrounding Arab and Jewish communities to become a thriving hub for 
cultural and educational dialogue and experiences. 

Time Tunnel: Inquiring about History Together
A cross-cultural initiative, Time Tunnel teaches 
contemporary history to Arabs and Jews while 
acknowledging and bridging divergent narratives – using 
the methodologies of the history of everyday life. 
Developed with the support of UNESCO, this project 
enables students of education, veteran teachers and 
high-school pupils to gather and analyze oral histories, 
and to contend with sensitive topics such as displacement, 
discrimination and conflict, within a respectful 
environment. Over the last few years, the project has 
been implemented in Arab and Jewish schools, facilitated 
by student teachers from the Faculty of Education, 
and with the participation of principals, teachers, and 
hundreds of junior and high school pupils and members of 
the community. In 2014, the project inaugurated a national database of oral histories for all populations in 
Israel. 
Beit Berl College seeks funding to develop more in-depth content, create advanced methods, and 
engage new partners in order to turn Time Tunnel into a nation-wide resource.

Center for Haredi Educators
The ultra-Orthodox community, which comprises 11% of the Israeli population, is one of the fastest-
growing and poorest sectors in Israel. While the independent Haredi school system provides a rigorous 
religious education, it does not fully offer the core curriculum of mathematics, science, civics and English. 
Too many Haredi children are thus relegated to a life of poverty – now and in the future. The OECD has 
warned that this system, which institutionalizes social gaps, is unsustainable and threatens the financial 
viability of the State of Israel.
The need to train Haredi educators and begin to close this alarming gap motivated the College to establish 
the Center for Haredi Educators. Forty Haredi men and women enrolled in the 2014 inaugural class to obtain 
teaching certificates and B.Ed. degrees. One year later, with special arrangements for separate classes for 
men and women and kosher facilities, more than 200 Haredi students are now studying at the Center. 
Additional funding will allow Beit Berl College to provide Haredi students with scholarships, 
supplemental English courses, preparatory programs in math and Hebrew, and counseling and job 
placement assistance.


